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QUOTE TO PONDER
 
A voice proclaims: In the wilderness
prepare the way of the LORD! Make
straight in the wasteland a highway for
our God! Every valley shall be lifted up,
every mountain and hill made low; the
rugged land shall be a plain, the rough
country, a broad valley. Then the glory of
the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh
shall see it together; for the mouth of the
LORD has spoken. 

~ Isaiah 40:3-5
 
LEVEL 3
We have been studying the creation accounts
in Genesis 1 and 2.  As with any Scripture
study, it is important to understand the
context and the intent of the passages.  The
Church teaches that the main elements of
belief found through Genesis, which make this
creation story unique from myths that rose up
in other cultures, are 1) there is one God; 2)
the one God made all things out of nothing; 2)
God made everything good; 3) man and
woman are God’s very special creatures; and
4) evil in the world does not come from God,
but from people.  After we study the Scripture
itself, we relate it to the other two great
moments in salvation history: Redemption
and Parousia.  We see that, just as God’s spirit
hovered over the waters, from which He
brought life, so in Baptism does the Holy
Spirit’s work on the waters bring Christ’s life
to us.  Just as, in creation, God formed man in
his image, so in Redemption, Christ remakes
us in his image.  At Parousia, there will be a
new heaven and a new earth; we will have no
need for creation.  The people will be
completely just and will possess the earth
forever.

LEVEL 1 
Geography of the Land of Israel
As we begin to prepare for Advent, and then with the season of Advent
prepare for the Feast of Christmas, we orient ourselves to these
events that really happened in time and a real place that we can see
and understand. For young children, they can equate Jesus to a
superhero. Presenting the Biblical geography creates a linking
moment to real places and aids in understanding that Jesus was and
is a real person. 
 
The first presentation shows a globe. We hear how large the earth is
and identify where we live and the place where Jesus lived. We then
introduce the raised surface map, a large map of the Land of Israel
that shows the mountains and waterways. We lift up the three most
important cities in Jesus' life: Nazareth, Bethlehem, and Jerusalem. 
 
In a later presentation, usually another year, a puzzle map is
introduced that names the major regions and waterways of Israel. Yet
more detail is added to the maps in the Level 2 atrium. 

LEVEL 2
Messianic Prophecies
Throughout Advent, we listen with the children to the words of the
prophets, as they foretell the coming of the Messiah. In Level 1, we
discussed that a prophet is someone who listens for the voice of God
with the ears of their heart in order to share his message. 
 
 In Level 2, the ideas of "the light" and the "child who will be born to
us" are expanded and deepened with additional prophecies and
understanding. We contemplate that while in the short term we are
remembering the coming of Jesus as the Messiah, what we are all still
waiting for is for the time when God will be All in All (the Parousia). 
 
Two new prophecies that we listen to with children in Level 2 include
Isaiah 11:6-9 and Isaiah 40:3-5. These prophecies lift up the peace that
the coming of the Messiah brings and introduces the idea that his
coming is "already but not yet." 
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