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QUOTE TO PONDER
 
The these presented in the atrium are
those to which the children have
responded with depth and joy. These
themes are taken from the Bible and the
liturgy (prayers and sacraments) as the
fundamental sources for creating and
sustaining Christian life at every
developmental stage and, in particular, for
illuminating and nourishing the child in
his/her most vital religious needs.

~ Characteristics of CGS, #5
 

LEVEL 3
This month in Level III, we explore the
history of the Jewish people.  By
examining God’s relationship with his
Chosen People, we come to know more
about his nature, and about his plan for
humanity.  We see that, even though they
are God’s special people, they still had
times of light and times of darkness. 
Even through their unfaithfulness, God
used them to preserve His presence on
earth.  We will trace the development of
Old Testament and New Testament
Hebrew worship, which will enlighten our
liturgy and give us hope as we await, with
the Jewish people, Christ’s coming in
glory.  These works will also lay the
foundation for future Scripture studies,
putting them in the context of the larger
story of God’s covenants.
 

LEVEL 1 
Nomenclature for Life in the Church
After some weeks of practical life work, the next materials that your
children will begin to see in the Level 1 atrium are presentations and
work that give names to the objects and colors that they see as part of
the life of the Church, especially present in the Mass. 
 
The children are shown the materials for the Altar, where they hear
about the special items used during the Mass. We reflect with the
children that Jesus invites us to the feast of the Mass and that he is
present with us at the feast. 
 
Also presented in the fall are the materials that introduce the ideas of
liturgical time. The younger children see the presentation for the
Liturgical Colors: purple is for preparation, white is for celebration,
green is for ordinary (growing) time, and red is for the feast of great
love (Pentecost). Older children see the Liturgical Calendar
presentation, which combines the colors with understanding of the
different seasons of preparation, celebration, and ordinary time. 

LEVEL 2
The History of the Kingdom of God
At this time of the year, children are introduced (or reintroduced) to
some of the biggest materials in the Level 2 atrium. La Fettucia, a
material with almost 165 FEET of ribbon, introduces the ideas of when
the Kingdom of God began (Creation), how it grows, God's plan for 
 Redemption and when it will fill the whole world and God will be All
in All (Parousia). These huge works and materials inspire joy and
excitement in the children.  
 
Later presentation of the History of the Kingdom of God introduce the
idea of the Blank Page - the part of history that is yet to be written and
that we write that history ourselves with God. We each have our own
blank page to fill as cooperators with God in his plan. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd


