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QUOTES TO PONDER
The atrium is a place of prayer, in which
work and study spontaneously become
meditation, contemplation, and prayer. 

~ Characteristics of CGS, #3a
 
The atrium is a place in which the only
Teacher is Christ; both children and adults
place themselves in a listening stance
before his Word and seek to penetrate the
mystery of the liturgical celebration. 

~ Characteristics of CGS, #3b
 

LEVEL 3
The 9-12 year old child desires to know
where he fits in God’s plan — where he
came from and where he is going.  The
central presentation in Level III is the
Plan of God, which includes an element of
every other presentation in this level.  It
establishes that God has a loving plan for
all creation to be united in cosmic
communion.  Our whole prayer in Level III
is one of hope in the Parousia (Greek for
“being present”).  We come to understand
what we can expect at Parousia, and also
come to realize that we experience
Parousia (the fullness of God’s kingdom,
when God will be All in All) through the
gifts of the Bible and the Sacraments,
most especially in the Eucharist.  All
actions that are committed in love and
union are part of God’s plan, and all
actions of hatred and division are against
his plan.  This is moral formation at a
cosmic level.
 

LEVEL 1 
Practical Life in the Level 1 Atrium
As we begin the year in the Level 1 atrium, we spend a significant
amount of time with work that we call "practical life" materials. These
are materials that to the outside observer may seem to have no place
in religious instruction - it seems like play. It is not! It is their first
work in the atrium. We ask you to refer to it as work when speaking to
them as well.
 
 Your child may be pouring beans or water, folding cloths, walking on
a straight ribbon, polishing metal items, or a number of other things.
It is critical that they spend several weeks on these materials and
continue to return to them throughout their time in the atrium. It is
with these materials that they practice both the practical skills
(pouring, spooning) that they will  need for later work, and begin to
practice those necessary skills of stillness, silence, focus, and quieting
their hearts that they will need to enter into deeper prayer and
reflection when we begin to present from Scripture and Liturgy in
coming weeks.  
 LEVEL 2
Practical Life in the Level 2 Atrium 
In Level 2, trays of practical life materials are no longer provided. The
children do not need to practice movement and independence. They
need to affirm their skills, independence, and sense of order by
providing materials needed to care for the atrium environment and
encouraging them to do what is needed when they see a task to
complete. 
 
There are also elements of grace and courtesy in Level 2 - how do we
live together in community? Your child may spend some time in the
first couple weeks in the atrium working with the other children to
make rules for their atrium that will guide the way they work together
this year. Because 6-9 year old children are more social and want to
work in groups, their work will not be as quiet as in the Level 1 atrium.
This is expected and normal! 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd


