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QUOTE TO PONDER
 
The Word is proclaimed in the most
objective manner possible, so that the
words of the adult do not impede the
communication between God who
speaks and God’s creature who listens. 
The only aim of the adult’s words is to
discreetly serve the listening to God’s
Word, in accordance with Jesus’ own
statement in the gospel: “My teaching is
not mine but his who sent me.” (John
7:16)

~ Characteristics of CGS, #6
 

LEVEL 3
In January and much of February, the
children in Level III are studying
Abraham.  We lift up several stories in his
life that reflect his relationship with God
and with the world around him.  We see
that Abraham’s prayer and worship is a
model for us regarding faith, humility,
persistence and righteousness.  
 
Abraham’s growing relationship with the
one God caused him to behave differently
than his contemporaries.  In addition to
his witness to others, Abraham’s story
affects us to this day, because it was the
beginning of God’s revelation of himself
as the one, true God, and the institution
of the People of God.
 

LEVEL 1 
 Mystery of the Kingdom of God
The period of ordinary time between Epiphany and Lent is used for
growing in the love of the Good Shepherd, especially by listening to
the words that Jesus said when he walked on the earth. In the Level 1
atrium, these presentations are all focused on the parables about the
Kingdom of God. We talk about these stories that Jesus told to help us
understand what the Kingdom of God is like. We ponder with the
children what Jesus says about that Kingdom. 
 
Two of the first presentations the children see are the Parable of the
Mustard Seed and the Parable of the Precious Pearl. In the Mustard
Seed, we ponder the mystery of growing and changing and wonder
together how the Kingdom of God could be like a mustard seed. In the
Precious Pearl, we marvel at how the Kingdom of God is like a pearl of
such great value that the merchant would sell everything he has in
order to buy it. These two themes of growth and "treasure" will
continue to expand in later presentations and into the Level 2 atrium.
 

LEVEL 2

Mystery of the Kingdom of God, Expanded
In the Level 2 atrium, the same parables are presented, starting with
the Mustard Seed and the Precious Pearl. But with the Level 2 child,
we have already spent much time thinking about the History of the
Kingdom of God and the Blue Unity Strip that you can see on the wall
of the atrium. We link these presentations to the parables of the
Kingdom of God that they have heard many times, pondering the
questions, "Does God work alone in these parables? What role do we
have to play in the Kingdom of God?" 
 
Additional parables are presented in the second and third year of the
Level 2 atrium that add to these questions and further emphasize the
roles that we have to play in the Kingdom of God, from how we pray,
to how we keep our light burning, to how we prepare rich soil for the
seeds to be planted. 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd


