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Sheltered in the Sacred Heart
Pastor's Letter | Fr. Jarrod Lies

AT VARIOUS TIMES in my life I have
had to identify emergency shelters.
For example, my next-door neighbor,
Mrs. Carmichael (who came to
Kansas in a covered wagon), had one
of those old-time cellars in her back
yard. Since her house had no
basement, it was her shelter in case a
tornado was to come to her house. As
a child I used to go into it with her
grandson. It was filled with
homemade canned fruits and
vegetables. And it was dingy, dank,
and dark … just the right amount of
“spooky” for a little boy.
I also remember, as many of you
will, being taught procedures in case
of a nuclear fallout during the Cold
War. The idea was, if a nuclear bomb
were to hit the United States, we
would hide under our school desks,
crouch in a ball, and cover our necks
with our hands. Apparently, that act
would protect us from fallout.
And yet, again, any Kansan
knows that if a tornado is spotted in
your area, you are to go to a
basement, under a secure structure,
and wait until the “all clear” sounds
(which many Kansans interpret as
“Pop-a-top and sit on your front
porch ’til you see a funnel cloud”). If
you are not near a basement, you are
to find a low spot like a ditch where
you can hide until danger passes.
Today, however, we have a
different awareness of what it means
to be “sheltered.” This pandemic
placed us under a stay-at-home
order. Many people knew that, in
order to curb possible exposure to the
pandemic, we each needed to limit
our contact with others. For many
people this was a time of loneliness,
isolation, or anxiety. But, for many
others, it was a time of self-discovery,
an opportunity to deepen their prayer

lives, or even a rediscovery of the
wound in the Sacred Heart of Jesus?
dining room table and the joy of
What if the church building is the
consistent family meals. But in the
image of being “sheltered” in the
final analysis, what the memory of
Sacred Heart? Or, for our kids, what
hiding under a desk was for me as a
if the school was the familiar embrace
child will be the memory of today’s
of care, formation, and friendship?
children concerning this stay-atThere, in that church or school, we
home order: shelter.
find protection, intimacy, and
Could I propose another
healing. Being in our church, like
conception of “shelter”? Our ultimate
being in the heart of Christ, is shelter
shelter is not a house, basement,
from the storms of the world.
cellar, or school desk. Our ultimate
What a gift we have in being a
shelter is the Sacred Heart of Jesus.
parish family! What a gift to have a
Just as in times of danger we hide in a
church which houses the fleshshelter, so too, at all times, we should
presence of Jesus Christ in the
hide in the shelter of the Sacred
Tabernacle! What a gift to have fellow
Heart. One of my favorite prayers is
parishioners who made phone calls to
the Anima Christi. There is a line in
each house to see how we were doing!
this prayer that says “within your
What a gift to have our adoration
wounds hide me.” What a beautiful
chapel re-peopled with adorers and
concept: to be hidden in the wounds
intercessors who cry out, day and
of Jesus where, through his open
night, to the living God! We are so
side, we find protection from every
blessed to have a parish that is our
evil of the world and are cradled in
spiritual shelter in this time of
the loving embrace of our Savior! The
pandemic.
Song of Songs exclaims, “My dove in
It is my hope that, as you read
the clefts of the rock, in the hiding
this report and see the many
places on the mountainside, show me
beautiful things that our parish has
your face, let me hear your voice; for
done over the past year, you feel—
your voice is sweet, and your face is
above all—sheltered.
lovely.” St. John
Chrysostom explains
that the cleft of the
rock is the open
wound in the Sacred
Heart of Jesus. It is
Soul of Christ, sanctify me.
the place of intimacy
Body of Christ, save me.
and protection from
Blood of Christ, inebriate me.
the myriad
Water from the side of Christ, wash me.
vicissitudes of the
Passion of Christ, strengthen me.
world.
O good Jesus, hear me.
Could I also take
Within Your wounds hide me.
this concept one step
further? What if we
Suffer me not to be separated from You.
conceive of our parish
From the malignant enemy, defend me.
church, our parish
In the hour of my death, call me
family, as the open
And bid me come to you.
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EVANGELIZATION

To share the Gospel through outreach, prayer, proclamation, and pastoral care

STEWARDSHIP

To inspire parishioners to have a greater appreciation for the stewardship way of life

“Always be ready to give an explanation
to anyone who asks you for a reason for your hope.”
– 1 Peter 3:15

The stewards of St. Francis stepped up in extraordinary
ways this year, especially as a global pandemic
descended upon us. Ushers assisted in social distancing
and directing families at Masses. Many offered their
time to take medications and groceries to the elderly
and immunocompromised. And when some adorers
were unable to fulfill their obligations due to health
concerns, dozens of stewards came forward to cover
their hours and help reopen perpetual adoration.

During the Faith Forward visioning process, parishioners called for a number of improvements relating
to evangelization, among them improved hospitality and outreach, expanded adult formation efforts,
and more formation on prayer. These three, of
the many facets of our Faith Forward Strategic
Plan, have been our focus for the last year.

St. Francis School students worship in adoration during Catholic Schools
Week. The week kicked off with a school-wide Eucharistic procession.

2,768

Flocknote members
We adopted Flocknote, an email
and texting platform for
parishes, and enrolled 47 groups
and 2,768 members.

10 Hours
of spiritual advice

On top of the 11 hours of parish
confessions offered weekly, Fr.
Jarrod spent 10 hours offering
spiritual advice and confessions.

Fr. Jarrod offered a number of weekly adult
education classes. We increased our social
media, web, and email outreach. We continued
our efforts to make ACTS retreats a part of our
parish. And when the COVID-19 pandemic
caused us to close our doors, we organized a
calling tree to reach out to all parishioners.

65%

Social media growth
Our six social media accounts
(Facebook, Instagram, and
Twitter for the church and
school) saw an average of 65%
growth in followers.

250

Volunteer callers
When COVID-19 hit Kansas and
Masses were suspended, 250
volunteers called all 7,500
parishioners to check in.

20 Years

of children's adoration
We celebrated 20 years of
Children's Adoration and over 15
years of classroom adoration for
St. Francis School.

72

ACTS retreatants
The ACTS retreat, based on
Adoration, Community,
Theology, and Service, hosted 72
retreatants from St. Francis.

Volunteers pray over a woman at a Saturday night praise and worship
holy hour.

10 People
trained in Unbound
After introducing UNBOUND,
a deliverance and healing
prayer model, to St. Francis,
ten people attended the
national Unbound Conference.

OPERATIONS

To ensure facilities, finances, & communications are in place to support our mission

“The Lord will open up for you his rich storehouse, the heavens,
to give your land rain in due season and to bless all the works of your hands.”
– Deuteronomy 28:12
Facilities
We have prepared a Master Plan to renovate our campus. It was our desire to present to the diocese in April,
but that has been delayed. All upgrades necessary to become COVID-19 compliant are being made.

TO COME

The parishioners of St. Francis strongly demonstrated
their commitment to the stewardship way of life.

181

volunteers
Hundreds of volunteers gave
their time and talent to St.
Francis through renovation
projects and events. Fun Night
alone amassed 181 volunteers.

Bell Tower renovation &
restoration
Heat pump and HVAC
improvements around the
campus
Restroom upgrade between
gym and Cana Hall
Church speaker system
upgrade

30,000

YouTube hits
St. Francis' YouTube channel
received more than 30,000 hits
on Mass livestreams while
Masses were suspended
(March 17–May 6).

“Therefore, we who are receiving the unshakable kingdom should
have gratitude, with which we should offer worship pleasing to God
in reverence and awe.”
– Hebrews 12:28

IN PROGRESS

COMPLETE*

Replace heat pumps to
improve school ventilation
ELF Garden cleanup &
upgrade
COVID-19 facility
requirements
Vestibule HVAC unit
replacement

Installed playground
Fixed school/Stewardship Hall
drainage & foundation issues
Converted Nazareth House
garage to a woodshop
Upgraded lighting in church,
7th/8th grade classrooms
New HVAC unit at convent
Upgraded church sound board

*These projects were completed in the 2019–2020 year. Other projects completed prior to this year are not listed.

Finances
Through the turmoil of these past few months, our parish has remained steady financially. Our parish total
receipts were higher this year than last, due mainly to the start of the Building Fund. A complete financial
report will be presented in the August Vernacular.
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